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Statement of Intent 

Sanctuary and Floor Project - September 2022 Update 
 

As Holy Spirit Catholic Church approaches 30 years in its worship space, a committee of parishioners was 

charged to evaluate the worship space. Thoughtful research was compiled regarding current and future use, 

existing structural and engineering considerations, the financial state of the parish, and architectural plans 

previously approved by the Diocese.   

 

The committee initially focused on the goal set by the pastor and parish administrator which was to cover the 

flat floor of the worship space.  Over time, the committee learned the flooring decision is intricately linked to 

altar location, seating and music configuration along with sacrament celebration. 

 

The following statements are endorsed regarding direction of the project:  

 

1. The future use of the worship space of Holy Spirit will be for liturgy and sacraments, or at the pastor’s 

discretion. All non-liturgical school related assemblies and programs will be conducted in RCS space.  

 

2. Current attendance and future projections anticipate that the current worship space provides adequate 

seating.  Routine seating is targeted at 500-550, with options for temporary seats for larger celebrations.  

 

3. The flooring design, material and layout will define a sacred sanctuary space distinct from congregational 

and music ministry spaces.  

 

4. The tabernacle and baptistry will be included within the worship space. 

 

5. The placement of altar, seating, ambo and music ministry will provide clear sightlines for presider and 

congregation, optimal sound, practical navigation and accessible aisles.  

 

6. The existing vent system installed under the surface of the cement floor is satisfactory and does not impact 

installation of floor covering.    

 

7. Wiring and cabling needed at key points in the selected configuration will be identified and run as part of 

this project, i.e. music ministry area, ambo, and video camera. 

 

8. The financial state of the parish is solid, and the approved projects will have sufficient funding based on 

the documented trends of giving within the parish and generous quiet phase donations.  

 

9. Pilots of seating configurations will be used to practically gain insights and feedback from the parish. Two 

pilot configurations have been identified:  

o Pilot 1:  an east/west orientation with in-the-round seating and altar in the center, as documented in 

the 2014 architectural plans.  Piloted May 2022.  

o Pilot 2:  a north-wall orientation with fan-shaped seating facing the altar on the north wall. Piloted 

August 2022. 

 

10. A defined feedback process will be used to learn parishioners’ opinions of the pilots and incorporate 

adjustments.  

o Feedback to date confirmed the importance to parishioners of sightlines and directly facing the 

altar and ambo.  A raised altar was suggested.  Feedback also referenced ease of navigation, 

(including aisle width and floor surface) for elders and those with particular needs. 
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Addendum to September 2022 Statement of Intent:   

 

The Sanctuary and Floor Committee is composed of parishioners and staff who have collective knowledge and 

professional experience in liturgy, sound, fundraising, engineering, use of space, education and finance.  All 

members have extensive years of participation in worship and service.  

 
   

1. Lynn Farrell - Chair 5. Joyce Campion  9. Greg Kapraun 

2. Chris Adamson 6. Joe DiCecco 10. Steve Kunkel 

3. Cheri Block 7. Kristen Donovan 11. Gary Moore 

4. Brad Brech 8. Julie Hansen 12. Cheri Rowekamp 

 

Future considerations in worship space design; not included as part of the 2022-2023 project:   

 

1. Glass Wall:  Future parish growth may require moving the glass wall further south into current narthex 

space in order to provide additional worship space.  Shifting the wall can be accommodated with minimal 

structural change. The expansion of worship space was a component of the 2014 design work. Moving the 

glass wall for additional space was evaluated as part of this project, based on parish size and attendance, 

and determined to be unnecessary at this point in time.  

 

2. Baptistry:  If a plumbed, immersion baptistry is eventually added in what is currently the narthex, 

plumbing can be readily accessed. This baptistry placement was a component of the 2014 design work, 

assuming the glass wall would be shifted south to provide additional worship space linked to parish 

growth. The movement of the wall is not required as part of the 2022-2023 project.  Further, the 

committee confirmed that the vast majority of Holy Spirit baptisms are not immersion and that retaining 

visibility of the baptistry within the worship space is important to parishioners.  With those parameters, 

the 2022-2023 decision is to shift to a smaller baptismal font inside the worship space in order to provide 

adequate aisle space and accessibility.  The existing movable immersion baptistry will be stored for 

special celebrations.  

 

3. Pew Seating:  The incorporation of pew seating was considered and will not be folded into this project.  

This 2022-2023 project will focus on creating defined areas for the sanctuary (including tabernacle),  

music ministry space and congregational seating and will complete the floor surface.  
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Statement of Intent 

 

Floor Committee November 2021  (Superseded with 09/22 Update) 
 

 

The committee is composed of parishioners and staff who have a collective knowledge and professional 

experience in finance, engineering, liturgy, sound, fundraising, use of space, and education.  All members have 

a history with Holy Spirit Catholic Church that includes extensive years of participation in worship and service 

and, for many, education of their children in the parish school.  

 

The committee is operating within and respects the parameters set forth by the pastor and parish administrator 

which are to cover the flat floor of the worship space. After thoughtful research into the past and future use, 

financial state of the parish, the structural and engineering considerations within and under the floor, and the 

architectural and liturgical art plans commissioned by this parish and previously approved by the Diocese, the 

following statements are recommended for approval and blessing to move forward to the next steps of design 

and materials.  

 

•  The current and future attendance projections anticipate that the current worship space provides adequate 

seating. Considerations to handle increased numbers with minimal structural change or economic investment 

are to move the glass wall back or to add an additional mass. 

•  The future use of the worship space of Holy Spirit will be for liturgy and sacraments, or at the pastor’s 

discretion. All non-liturgical school related assemblies, functions and programs will be conducted in RCS 

occupied spaces.  

• The financial state of the parish is solid, and the projected future projects have sufficient anticipated funding 

based on the documented trends of giving within the parish. 

• Proceed with the floor covering based on research into the status of the vent system installed under the surface 

of the cement floor.  

• The worship space will be moved 90 degrees to an east/west orientation to be in line with the original and 

subsequent liturgical and architectural plans, to be in line with Catholic liturgical theology, and to 

accommodate a seating arrangement that puts all parishioners in closer proximity to the central sanctuary 

space. 

• The current plumbing under the floor in the worship space can be easily accessed if a permanent baptistry is 

placed within that space in the current position. If the baptistry is placed in the proposed position in what is 

currently the narthex, plumbing could be easily and economically accessed without disturbing the floor within 

the current worship space. 

• Wiring and cables can be run to key points prior to covering the floor, i.e. music ministry area, ambo, and 

camera.  

• Consideration of type and layout of flooring will accommodate a definition of the sacred sanctuary space and 

the congregational space.  

 


